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***********************************************************************************     

AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2012 

 

 

elcome to our newsletter  at the end 

of a momentous year embracing the 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the 

two remarkable Olympic Meetings. 

The former is, of course not yet over and your 

Society had a stand at Lechlade’s celebratory 

weekend. We enrolled a few more members 

and were also pleased to sponsor the Town 

Council’s contest for the Best Decorated Boat. 

We had a small engraved commemorative 

plaque made in marine quality stainless steel 

and this was duly presented to the winner, 

Amanda Scane of the narrow boat “Old Trout” 

by our Secretary and Jamie Maskell of the 

Town council.  

 

We are also pleased to announce that our 

Society’s President, Stuart Lever has arranged  

personally to fund a Jubilee memorial bench. 

This will be located adjacent to the bus stop in 

the Market Place and The Town Council is 

arranging its installation in the near future. 

 

Kneejerk Planning Changes! 

 

At the Society's AGM in March mention was 

made of the publication of the Government's 

National Planning Policy Framework, and it 

was recognised that this piece of legislation 

was the product of significant consultation 

between Government and numerous national 

bodies, all of which were anxious to improve 

the current planning process.  

 Those who were interested in how our 

communities develop were encouraged by the 

extensive debate and the thorough review that 

was undertaken.  Sadly, after all that work, the 

Government has now chosen to make further 

changes, on an ad hoc basis, which may well 

result in damaging not just the green belt, but 

other places and settings of our most attractive 

buildings, ancient and modern.  

Increased investment in housing and 

infrastructure is welcome as is the need to get 

the economy moving, but short-term measures 

to rush proposals through the planning system 

will be counter-productive.  A fairer planning 

system that balances economic, environmental 

and social issues more equally, in order for 

communities to be able to secure the 

development that meets their needs, is to be 

encouraged.  However, the notion that good  

 

 

planning is a brake on the economy is surely in 

error. On the contrary, the best designed places  

are often the most economically successful.  

The barrier to house building arises from 

borrowing restrictions and economic  

uncertainty, not the planning process. Investors  

need certainty and introducing uncertainty 

through sudden changes to planning will have 

negative consequences. 

The primary concern for the vast majority of 

people is for their local neighbourhoods, 

buildings, town centres and their daily life.  

Their interest in this is proved time and again 

by their involvement in the places where they 

live. Now we are facing a moratorium on 

planning consent on single storey housing 

extensions, out as far as 26ft in some cases. 

These proposals could be a recipe for disaster 

and have much potential to create conflicts 

between neighbours.  In so doing they will 

surely destroy any notion of the “Big Society”. 

 

Lechlade Riverside Park: 

 

Representatives of the Society continue to 

form part of the Cotswold Water Parks Trust 

Riverside Park Management Committee. 

The very wet summer has meant that planned 

activities in the park, such as car boot sales, 

have had to be cancelled because the ground 

conditions made The Park inaccessible for long 

periods. 

Revenue from car parking charges has also 

been badly affected for the same reason. 

However two major projects have been 

the subject of Management focus: 

firstly, funding has been secured to enable the 

toilet facility to be re-furbished. It is 

confidently anticipated that this essential work 

will now be completed for the 2013 Season.  

Secondly, there is a project ( 'The Ramp 

Project') under urgent consideration to provide 

a vastly  improved access to the river bank 

from Ha'penny Bridge - to replace the existing 

'steps' with a safe route suitable for wheelchair 

/ pushchair users. Applications for funding this 

essential project are to be endorsed by this 

Society, the Cotswold Water Parks Trust, the 

Lechlade Heritage & Development Fund and 

other local stakeholders anxious to see a vastly 

improved (and safe!) way into town from the 

riverside. 
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Planning is well underway for the third 

Lechlade Festival which will be held in the 

Park over the week-end of 24 - 26 May 2013. 

 

 The Co-op Filling Station and shop. 

 

As the construction work progresses, there 

remain two unresolved planning applications. 

These concern the signage and the 

newly proposed roofing material.  

It is anticipated that these matters will be 

resolved by mid October. 

Completion of the works affecting the road is 

expected by the end of October - some two 

weeks earlier than originally envisaged. 

The Co-op hopes to have the filling station and 

shop open by Christmas. 

  

The Old Station site. 
 

The original application for a development of 

up to 110 dwellings having been rejected, a 

revised proposal for up to 61 dwellings was 

considered by CDC in September. 

A decision was deferred at that time to allow 

the developer to consider the financial viability 

of providing an element of Affordable 

Housing. The removal of the old railway 

bridge remains a key part of any development 

proposal. 
 

Downington and Flood Prevention 

 

With the wettest summer on record for many 

years, it is pleasing to report that there has 

been no problem with flooding in Downington, 

largely because rainfall tended to be spread 

evenly over a number of days, giving time for 

absorption and the system of ditches could 

cope. Having said that, there is still an urgent 

need to ensure that this drainage system is 

maintained in top condition, and as we have 

seen in other parts of the country during 

September, heavy rainfall in a short space of 

time could still cause severe problems for 

properties in the area. The Downington Ditch 

has been kept in excellent condition, having 

been cleared by a group of volunteers 

organised by Sue Coakley earlier in the year, 

and more recently the Environment Agency 

have put the watercourse into better shape than 

it has been for some time, and there have even 

been reports of some water vole activity. 

Unfortunately the same cannot be said of the 

ditch running in front of Green Farm, from the 

traffic island   to Whelford lane junction. This 

is the most crucial stretch as it takes substantial 

flows of water passing under the A417, and 

directs it towards the river, and away from 

Downington houses. This section was 

incorporated into a major drainage scheme 

some years ago by Gloucestershire County 

Council, with an undertaking to maintain it  

thereafter. 

After the 2007 floods, they confirmed that this 

would continue on their regular works 

maintenance list but after recent 

correspondence with the society, we are now 

told that the County Council has withdrawn 

from this undertaking, and relies on the 

riparian owner. A tree that fell across part-

blocking the ditch in January was eventually 

cleared six months later, which gives little 

confidence to local residents at risk of flood.   

A little effort on behalf of our County Council 

would be appreciated. 

 

We are pleased to hear that the Lemhill survey 

has been completed and the report made 

available to the new CDC Flood Engineer 

Laurence King. As a result, flood mitigation 

works can be considered for the town, with the 

possibility of funding being available. 

The Environment Agency is working on a 

modelling scheme for the Upper Thames 

region with a view to up-dating their flood-

map. This should be available in 2013, and it is 

important that full consultation takes place 

with local bodies, as the results will have a 

bearing on how insurers view housing cover in 

flood-risk areas in the future. 

 

A presentation was made to a recent Town 

Council meeting outlining proposals to build 

19 houses on land running parallel to the A417 

in Downington, with an access through 

Moorgate. The proposed site is on the edge of 

the “extreme flood” line on the last EA map 

and only 40m from properties actually flooded 

in 2007. We are continually told by 

Government and local Planning Authorities 

that no building should be countenanced on or 

near floodplains and Downington residents are 

rightly concerned. Another 3 acres of concrete 

on the edge of an already suspect area can only 

add to flood risks. We have seen this situation 

before with disastrous effects!  We understand 

that no formal plans have yet been submitted 

to the planners, at which time we will have an 

opportunity for discussion. 

We are pleased that our MP Geoffrey Clifton- 

Brown continues to show an interest in 

Lechlade flood problems, and has arranged a 

meeting at the Memorial Hall on Friday 19
th

 

October at 1pm, when all are welcome. 

Your Committee will continue to monitor all 

aspects of flood control in our area, and bring 

any problems to the attention of the 

appropriate Authority.  
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Lechlade Library 

 

After a long and ultimately fruitless campaign 

to persuade Gloucestershire County Council to 

accept its responsibility to run a 

comprehensive and efficient library service for 

the people of Lechlade, the new Community 

Library will open on the 2nd November. It will 

be run by the newly constituted charity, known 

locally as the Friends of Lechlade Library.  

The charity has successfully negotiated a lease 

with the County whereby the former takes 

responsibility for internal repairs, whilst the 

latter will continue to be responsible for the 

structure of the building. As part of this deal, 

the County will undertake some immediate 

repairs to the walls and roof and re-paint the 

frontage.  

In addition to all the usual services, the library 

will now offer extra computers and more 

information for residents and visitors to our 

beautiful town. They will be buying new books 

to keep the stock current and will also 

welcome donations of new books. Other 

changes will be noticed, including a new 

carpet, partly funded by a grant from the new 

Lechlade Community Fund, run by the 

Lechlade Heritage and Development Trust. 

Library users will be able to use their current 

library cards and to reserve books from other 

libraries for collection from Lechlade as 

before.  

The new arrangement will depend heavily on 

volunteers. It is gratifying to report that a 

number have already come forward to help 

service the library during its opening hours. 

However, there is room for more. They are 

being asked to do one shift of three hours 

every two weeks, together with one other 

person. Full initial training and back-up 

support will be given. The people concerned 

will learn new skills and will find a lot of 

satisfaction in helping the community to 

continue to provide a vitally important asset. 

Clearly, they will also meet new people. 

Your Society is fully behind this new venture 

and one of our Executive Committee members, 

Andrew Kirk, is a trustee of the charity. You 

can find out more information by contacting 

him (andrew@kirks.org.uk) or 01367 253254) 

or Sue Coakley, the Chair of the Friends of 

Lechlade Library (sue@suecoakley.plus.com) 

or 01367 253306). 

 For your information, the new opening times 

will be: Monday 10 - 4; Wednesday 10 – 1; 

Friday 1 - 7; Saturday 10 - 1 

 

 

 

 

Sale of the Methodist Church Building 

 

Early last month Lechlade's Methodist Church 

building was put on the property market for 

sale, with sealed bids to be submitted to the 

agents by 11 October. The matter was 

discussed by the Lechlade Town 

Council (LTC) at their September meeting and 

a working group was formed to look into the 

viability of purchasing the building for 

community use. Our Society was invited to 

support the working group and this your 

Executive Committee agreed to do. A survey 

to determine the level of future use of the 

facility has been carried out and an 

initial business plan developed. Your 

Executive Committee believes that every effort 

should be made to retain the building and use it 

as a community asset. The October meeting of 

the LTC considered the findings of the 

working group and agreed to submit a bid to 

purchase the property. Work would continue 

on pursuing a loan approval, refining the 

business plan, carrying out a structural survey 

and hosting a Public Consultation.  

 

The Lakes by Yoo 

The Developers are still fighting Cotswold 

District Council’s decision not to allow 

retrospective planning permission for two 

tennis courts and associated car parking. 

They have persisted since March this year with 

several appeals involving minor changes, with 

continued refusals by CDC and independent 

inspectors, thus involving considerable extra 

work and expense. 

Coln Park LLP has now appealed to the 

Secretary of State for the Environment and the 

Bristol Planning Inspectorate will pass 

judgement. The Inspectorate will have access 

to all previous reports and objections and your 

Society, which has made several objections in 

the past, has made yet another written 

submission to the Inspectorate before the 

closing date of 16
th

 of October. The units have 

already been built in an area of the 

development plan which is designated a quiet 

area reserved for wildlife including wildfowl 

on the lake. Objections have cited the 

inevitable noise from the illegitimate building 

and these concerns have already been 

vindicated. 

 

mailto:andrew@kirks.org.uk
mailto:sue@suecoakley.plus.com
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 The site is large and the tennis courts and car 

parking could, and should, have been built in 

an unrestricted area. 

Regrettably we must also report that the Public 

Right of Way, which runs through a residential 

part of the site, remains closed and there has 

been no further action by the Developers 

towards a proposed diversion of this portion of 

the route. 

 Membership Numbers 

A plea repeated -- sadly, with our ageing 

population we have lost several members over 

the last few years. Therefore, if you are happy 

with our work on your behalf, we would be 

grateful if would help us by urging friends and 

acquaintances to contact us with a view to 

joining our ranks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Executive Committee. 

The current members of your Society’s  

Executive Committee are:  

President, Mr Stuart Lever, Tel. 01367 

253123, Fax. 01367 253436 

Chairman, Mr Stewart Bruce,Tel.01367 

253236, stwrtbruce854@gmail.com 

Secretary, Mr Robert Dennish, Tel. 01367 

252477, bobdennish@msn.com 

Treasurer, Mr Humphrey Weedon, Tel. 01367 

250136, ha-weedon@tiscali.co.uk 

Mr Tony Hirons, Tel. 01367 253988, 

a.hirons@btopenworld.com 

Rev. Andrew Kirk, Tel. 01367 253254, 

jandrewkirk@hotmail.com 

Mr Ron Needham, Tel. 01367 252798, 

ronneedham@btinternet.com 

Ms Linda Kent,Tel. 01367 253175, 

Linda.kent@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 

 


